TO ANSWER YOUR 
QUESTIONS - - - 


WHAT WILL LOW-RENT HOUSING COST 
I 
eae N LOCAL 


a, Nothing. No tax levy is required, no increase in 
es arenecessary. Construction money is advanced 
from federal sources through the sale of bonds and 


these are amortized 
over a 40 yearperiodf 
and other sources. 4 “ities 


IS THIS TYPE OF HOUSING "FREE"? 


No. Tenants must pa i j 

y their rents, just as any- 
where else. The rents are, by law, lower than hose 
charged on the private market, permitting low-income 
families to acquire decent housing within their means 


IS LOW-RENT HOUSING UNIQUE? 


ü The progr am was established in 1937. Most maj 
cities in the country have Housing Authorities ai 
provide this type housing. There are other H sta 
Authorities operating successfully in Indiana a hg 


WHO DECIDED HOW MANY UNITS WILL BE BUILT? 


This is determined by the Te 

rre Haute Housi 

Neha based on supply and demand for PAER 
we lings. The Housing Authority is headed by fi 

commissioners, appointed by the mayor, and the ane 


icies and operations of t : 
locally. he Authority are determined 


WHAT IS MEANT BY "ELDERLY HOUSING"? 


This is housing especiall Si i 

y designed to fit the livi 
eg of senior citizens. Inciuded meee: 
eatures as non-skidfloors, hip-to-shoulder aiec 


cal outlets , grab bars around tub 
Sors è 
system" buzzers, and such. A a 


WHO CAN LIVE IN ELDERLY HOUSING? 
Elderly coupies or singie men 65 years or older 


or single women 62 years or olde 
r, plus tho 
sons over 50 years who are nal SRG 
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THE SICRY CF LCW-RENT HCUSING 


Here, in capsule form, is the "why" of 
low-rent housing in Terre Haute ... a brief 
explanation cf the program and how it cpe- 
rates. 


The Housing Authority will ultimately 
operate 300 units of low-rent nousing, in- 
cluding 100 units designed especially for 
senior citizens- 


Three hundred cf these units will be 
located in the Terre Haute urban renewal 
site -- blighted area tc be cleared and re- 
placed with new facilities. The ether 200 
units will be in two locations on tne south 
side of the city. 


Tne Housing Authority is an officiai 
governmental agency, administered by five 
commissioners appointed by the mayor ror 
specific terms, and who serve without oay- 


we nepe this pamphlet will answer 
your basic questions and will provide a 
clearer picture on the prcgrem asa 
whole. f 4 P 
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BY WAY OF INTRODUCTION... 


Low-rent housing was approved for residents of 
Terre Haute by the City Council in April, 1960 when 
by official action, it created the Housing Authority 
of the City of Terre Haute. 


Under this program, the Housing Authority is per- 
mitted to build and operate housing facilities for low- 
income families, and for elderly single persons, who 
~-because of their economic status--cannot acquire 


decent, safe and sanitary housing on the open market. 


The Housing Authority operates two types of hou- 
sing-- "regular" units for families, "elderly" units 
designed specifically for senior citizens. A total of 
500 units have been approved by the City for develop- 
ment in this community. 


THE BACKGROUND OF THE PROGRAM... 


Nationally, the low-rent program was established 
in 1937, based on the principie that every American 
family is entitled to live in a decent, safe and sani- 
tary home, regardless of income or economic status. 


Congress recognized however that not every 
family could afford this type of housing--that thou- 
sands of American families were forced to live in 
slums and under substandard conditions because 
they could not afford a decent home. 


To achieve its basic housing principle, Congress 
passed legislation permitting cities, under state 
enabling laws, to establish Housing Authorities to 
develop and operate low-rent housing . . . and agreed 
to help amortize the cost of this housing through 
standby federal financial assistance. 


It is under both the federal and the Indiana state 
laws that the Terre Haute Authority operates-- -to 
provide an avowed program to "heip families heip 
themselves" in one of the three basic necessities, 
good housing. 


Four hundred dwellings will be intended for family 
use, 100 other dwellings for senior citizens. Com- 
pletion date for the final unit is tentatively slated 
for 1964. 


TO ELIMINATE SLUMS... 


- . to reduce blighted housing conditions, is 
one of the prime purposes of the low-rent program. 
Bad housing, such as shown here, is a drain on 
municipal resources and tax levies, contributes 


little or nothing to the over-all-Terre Haute housing 
picture, 


Under this city's low-rent endeavors, 100 units 
of housing will be locatedon the Lockport Road site, 
another 100 on Margaret Avenue, 200 in the area to 
be rehabilitated and re-developed by the city's urban 
renewal endeavors, and another 100 units, designed 
for the elderly, will be located in the vicinity of 
Third and Cruft Streets. 


HOW THE LOW-RENT 
PROGRAM OPERATES: 


ADMISSION TO LOW RENT HOUSING.. 


. is by law restricted to families of low income, 
and to elderly single persons (or couples) who can 
qualify for this type housing. 


The procedure is not difficult: application is 
made to the Housing Authority for a dwelling unit. 
The applicant lists employment, family composi- 
tion, sources of income and other pertinent data. 
Income is verified and if the annual income of the 
applicant is under the admission limits established 
by the Authority, the family is eligible for housing. 


Rents are based not on the size of the dwelling 
unit but rather, on the annual income of the family. 
The rentis generally 20percent of the annual income. 
Deductions are permitted for minors and dependents, 
on a basis again established locally. 


Rent aiso includes the cost of utilities --gas, 
electricity, water, etc. 


Once a family is housed it may occupy a dweiling 
until the family income reaches a certain level which 
could permit the family to occupy standard housing 
on the so-called "open market." Thus there is es - 
tablished locally, an income figure for "continued 
occupancy" and when this ceiling is reached, the 
family must move. 


Requiring families to vacate when they can afford 
private housing retains the basic purpose of the low- 
rent program and makes living accommodations 
available to others whoneedit. (Generally speaking, 
the average tenure of a family in low-rent develop- 
ment is less than four years. Then, they either buy 
a home of their own or can afford standard rents.) 


Because a housing project is a branch of the city, 
it is exempt from paying taxes, just as is a school 
district, a library district or such. However, the 
Housing Authority makes payments in lieu of taxes, 
annually, up to 10 percent of the shelter rent, 
These payments are divided among the taxing bodies 
of the community in proportion to the services ren- 
dered. 


